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Fitzroy Street
Dubbo
 Principal:                 Ms Sharon Murray	                 	Telephone:   6882 2529                               
 Deputy Principal:      Miss Neva Pengilly                      	Fax:             6882 4196
Email:  dubbosouth-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au


Welcome to the 2022 school year.  In Stage 3 we are looking forward to an engaging and exciting year for children, teachers and parents.  Here is some useful introductory information regarding life in Stage 3.
Stage 3 consists of 6 Stage classes:
5C	Sally Constable 	     5M	Zoe McCathie		5W Carissa Walmsley/Briony Bird        		
6L	Lisa Lunn	     6K   	Patrice Kent		6H Louise Heaslip			
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Sally Constable              Zoe McCathie	         Carissa Walmsley/Briony Bird	       Lisa Lunn	     Patrice Kent	  Louise Heaslip
[bookmark: _Hlk63683098]Maths					      
This year we are creating a growth culture in primary Mathematics. Our approach will allow time to respond to assessment data and accurately identify where students are in their learning journey. We are working together to offer students targeted support and challenge to give them every opportunity to grow in their learning before we move on to new content. Students will benefit from working with different Stage 3 teachers throughout the year.

Home Reading
Children are encouraged to read on a daily basis. Regular home reading is a fantastic way to support your child’s vocabulary development, word accuracy, comprehension and reading fluency, so it’s important for book choices to be appropriate. Each Stage 3 classroom has a large collection of books that are available for borrowing each day. 
School Magazine
The P & C has kindly purchased another subscription to ‘The School Magazine’ for each student at our school. Students will be issued with a new magazine each month. These magazines will be used at school and then brought home to share with families. We hope to foster a love of reading and engage our families and community in this process also.

Homework 
Each child will be given a weekly homework grid on Monday. Homework is collected each Friday and will be marked and returned to the students by Tuesday, the following week. This year there will also be homework tasks accessible through Google Classrooms. These tasks provide immediate feedback to students and allow them to select their level of difficulty. Whilst paper homework will still be distributed weekly, we strongly encourage students to take advantage of the online resources.

[image: Image result for sport clipart]Sport
[bookmark: _Hlk63682337][image: ]The primary Swimming Carnival was held in Week 1. Cross-Country and the Athletics Carnival will be held in Term 2. In Terms 1 & 3 students will be involved in Stage organised activities at school.  In Terms 2 & 4 students participate in Dubbo primary schools PSSA sport. There will be a cost of $3.50 associated with any bus travel. 
Assemblies
Whole school K-6 assemblies will be postponed until COVID restrictions are lifted. Stage 3 assembly will be held on the Mondays of Weeks 3, 6 & 9. SRC meetings are held Week 5 and 10 of every term. 

Inquiry Based Learning and WICOR
At Dubbo South Public School, we value critical and creative thinking. We aim to develop confident, independent problem solvers, learners and thinkers who are secondary school ready and motivated to continue their education.  Across all Stage 3 rooms students use WICOR strategies and Inquiry Based Learning in order to guide students in comprehending concepts and articulating ideas at increasingly complex levels. 

 Scripture 
Classes are held in non-denominational groupings once a week for half an hour and are provided by the Ministers Fraternity.  Please inform your child’s teacher in writing or email if you do not wish them to participate in Scripture.
‘Fruito’
During the morning session ‘Fruito’ is eaten to encourage healthy lifestyle habits.  Please ensure your child has a piece of raw fresh fruit or vegetable each day. It is also a good time to mention we have a number of students in our school community with serious food allergies/anaphylaxis to nuts, eggs and tuna so please save peanut butter sandwiches, hard boiled eggs or tuna and other food products containing nuts to enjoy at home, rather than at school.

Excursion
Stage 3 students will have the opportunity to participate in a day excursion during Term 1 to Wambangalang learning centre. Students will engage in team building, initiatives and critical and creative thinking activities. Notes will be distributed in Week 2.
[image: Image result for sydney school excursion clipart]The major excursion this year is to Sydney for 3 days and 2 nights – letters will be issued to students later in the term regarding dates and costing. 

Child Protection
This is a mandatory section of the Personal Development Program and will be covered in PDHPE by the classroom teachers. All students will participate in these important lessons.  

Absentee Notes 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please send a note to your teacher within 5 school days following a school absence. This note should outline the reason your child was absent or it will be recorded as an unexplained absence on the class roll. An absentee note can now be accessed and submitted through the school’s Parent Portal. Absences due to illness for 3 or more consecutive school days require a doctor’s certificate. It is important for your child to maintain high attendance to achieve their full potential at school. Occasional absences can be unavoidable due to illness or circumstance, however 10 or more absences during a semester (without approval from the Principal) is considered unsatisfactory.

Collection of Money 
[image: Image result for pay online clipart]When sending money to school with your child to pay for shows, excursions, PSSA sport etc, please put the money in a sealed envelope with your child’s name and class clearly marked, as well as what activity the payment is for.  An online payment option is now available through the schools website www.dubbosouth-p.schools.nsw.edu.au. 

Requirements
All students need; a pencil case, lead pencils, blue pens, red pen, scissors, glue stick, coloured pencils, pencil sharpener, textas, highlighters, ruler and eraser. A USB drive may also be useful (no larger than 8Gb). Book packs are available from the school office at the cost of $7.50. Students are expected to follow the Stage 3 book code, treating their books respectfully, keeping bookwork tidy and free from graffiti. 

Appointment with Teachers  
3 way conferences will be conducted early Term 2. If you have important information to relay to your child’s teacher before then, please send a message through the Parent Portal so a mutually convenient time can be arranged.  Stage 3 Assistant Principal, Lisa Lunn can be contacted via the school office.  Please note, staff members are engaged in meetings before and after school and are often involved with lesson preparation, administration, organisation and playground duties before, during and after school and it may not be possible to attend to your inquiry immediately. We thank you in advance for your understanding and willingness to be flexible when requesting appointments.

Facebook
Facebook is used as a social media platform to share the achievements of our students. For more in depth information, it is important that parents access the Parent Portal regularly for updates and reminders on school events.

[bookmark: _Hlk63684074]School parent portal
[image: ]Please join the school parent portal to communicate with your child’s teacher. This is the only teacher/parent communication that will be used throughout 2021 and it also offers many other exciting access opportunities such as early access to online reports during Term 2 & 4.

Lisa Lunn
Stage 3 Leader
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